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New Development in Windpower Worldwide (in megawatts)
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A windy subject: The pros and cons of wind power
Energy is expensive and resources are dwindling. Nations can shake 
their dependency on oil and gas imports only with the help of renewable energy. Of all 
renewables, wind power holds the biggest share of electricity generation. The advantages 
are clear: Wind power is not harmful to the environment, produces no carbon dioxide 
emissions and is available in almost unlimited quantities. But even wind power has its 
disadvantages. Its price is not yet competitive and has to be supported with billions 
of euros in state subsidies. Also, it’s as fi ckle as the wind, which sometimes makes 
conventional power sources necessary to compensate. And lastly, there is one major 
technical drawback: It is still almost impossible to store wind energy. Sometimes utilities 
even have to throttle back their turbines when the wind is strong so that power lines are 
not overloaded.

Source: Global Wind Energy Council
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Bertelsmann patriarch Reinhard Mohn picks a successor: Daughter Brigitte 
is to take over the group’s helm. At the Carl Bertelsmann Prize ceremony, 
they are joined by German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Reinhard Mohn’s 
wife Liz (from left). 
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Here, everything revolves 
around wind power: 
Husum Wind Energy 
is the world’s biggest 
specialized trade fair 
for this booming sector. 
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